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Welcome
It is hard to believe that it is now 13 years since 
The Mission Theatre opened its doors. Despite 
a deep recession and strong competition in 
culture-rich Bath, The Mission has gone from 
strength to strength. It is thanks to YOU, our 
patrons and public that this has happened. As 
we enter our 14th year of delivering wide-ranging 
entertainment in our beautiful, intimate and 
versatile theatre, I want to Welcome you all and 
to say Thank You for your invaluable support and 
patronage. I trust that within these pages you will 
find that unique blend of drama, dance, music, 
festivals, comedy and one-off performances 
that have become the hallmark of The Mission 
Theatre and that we will regularly see you at 
events here throughout 2018.

Buying Tickets
Shows at The Mission Theatre are run by a 
variety of organisations, all of which have their 
own individual ticketing arrangements. Bath 
Box Office handles many of the productions at 
The Mission and some companies run their own 
box office. On our Mission Theatre website, it is 
possible to order and pay online for tickets to 
see any of Next Stage’s productions.

Keeping in Touch
As always, all the information in the brochure is 
supplemented by our easy-to-use website 
www.missiontheatre.co.uk. If you are on our 
email list, you will also know that regular 
newsletters bring you up-to-the-minute 
information on forthcoming shows with news and 
pictures included. If you would like to sign up for 
this service, do drop us an email, fill in the form 
on the website, or pop into the theatre.

I very much look forward 
to welcoming you to The 
Mission Theatre in the 
months ahead.

Ann Ellison BEM 
Artistic Director 
The Mission Theatre
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The Mission Theatre’s 150-seater Main Auditorium 
and/or the 50-seater Theatre Upstairs can be hired 
for the presentation of performing and visual arts, 
corporate events and festivals. 

Both auditoria are versatile venues with a multitude 
of different layout options, perfect for all styles of 
performance. More information is on our website  
www.missiontheatre.co.uk, plus images of the many 
different ways each of these spaces can be used.

To make an enquiry or place a booking please contact 
either the Artistic Director or the Theatre Manager on 
01225 428600 or email nextstagebath@aol.com.

Hiring The Mission Theatre

The Main Auditorium

The Theatre Upstairs

FONS - Friends of Next Stage  
at The Mission Theatre

Our FONS scheme has proved extremely popular and 
we hope many more of you will consider joining us.

For a £50 annual subscription, we offer our FONS 
members the following privileges for all Next Stage 
shows: priority booking, a reserved seat and a free 
programme. 

Members are also invited to special one-off events 
such as pre-season launch evenings or the Mayoral 
Reception held in honour of Next Stage in May 2017 
(pictured).

Please help our work 
at The Mission Theatre 
by becoming a Friend. 
Simply complete the 
form on the Sponsorship 
page of our website, 
email us, or call  
01225 428600.

Thank you.
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Next Stage is The Mission Theatre’s resident 
Theatre Company. Since its inception in 1994, 
it has achieved a reputation for delivering 
challenging and innovative productions of 
modern plays to a professional standard. All 
members of the company are dedicated to 
working as a versatile team. 

Next Stage has performed throughout 
Bath and the South-West, has toured to 
Scarborough (2001), New York (2008), the 
West End (2009) and, in July 2017, performed 
for the 10th time at the prestigious open-air 
Minack Theatre, in Cornwall. Next Stage 
enjoys the patronage of Sir Alan Ayckbourn, 
Sir David Hare and Dame Harriet Walter.

“I am proud, as a Next Stage patron, to 
be associated with this enterprising and 
constantly surprising group.”

Sir Alan Ayckbourn

If you are interested in joining Next Stage 
Theatre Company, please contact Ann Ellison 
by emailing nextstagebath@aol.com

Cast and director of House & Garden  
with Sir Alan Ayckbourn 2014

Birdsong at the Minack Theatre 2017

Next Stage  
Theatre Company

Tuesday 16th - Saturday 20th January  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 20th January  2pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

Look Back in Anger
by John Osborne

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk 
email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
online www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

“I learnt at an early age what it was to be angry. And 
I can never forget it.” (Act I) 

Jimmy Porter is angry; angry with life, angry with 
his friends, angry with his wife and angry with the 
world. Indulged, talented, intelligent and loved 
Jimmy is none the less dissatisfied and frustrated. 
As he lashes out in a kaleidoscopic two hours of 
theatre, audiences are appalled and dazzled in equal 
measure by his mercurial character. 

In Look Back in Anger Osborne presents post-war 
youth as it really is. To have done this at all would be 
a signal achievement; to have done it in a first play is 
a minor miracle... I doubt if I could love anyone who 
did not wish to see Look Back in Anger. 
(Kenneth Tynan, Observer, May 1956)

A rare chance to see the play that broke the theatrical 
mould last century and from which so many favourite 
playwrights have since drawn their inspiration.  
A strong Next Stage cast, directed by Ann Ellison, 
presents this 20th Century classic in-the-round at  
The Mission Theatre.
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Friday 2nd - Saturday 3rd February  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 3rd February  2pm
Hunter Theatre Company presents 

Stay

“So prove it...”

Cleo and George were the perfect couple; young 
and in love, the world at their feet, until Cleo makes 
a decision that sends George on a downward spiral. 
Can they rebuild their broken relationship? Will Cleo 
find the strength to forgive George for the damage he 
has caused?

A dark story with sinister consequences. Full of betrayal 
and heartache, this gutsy, original contemporary drama 
is not one to be missed.

The Hunter Theatre Company was founded by Allie 
Marie Hunter in 2017. A young, professional company 
with boundless energy and passion to create exciting, 
raw and moving performances that resonate with the 
emotions of each audience member. All of its work is 
original and contemporary; using elements such as 
physical theatre and movement to tell the story.

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk 
email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
online www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tickets £12 (no concs) 
Available from www.eventbrite.co.uk 

Search for Stay, The Hunter Theatre Company in Bath

www.huntertheatrecompany.co.uk 

His Dark Materials Parts 1 & 2, is a brilliant adaptation 
by Nicholas Wright of Philip Pullman’s best-selling 
trilogy: Northern Lights, The Subtle Knife and The 
Amber Spyglass. 

Essentially a love story, His Dark Materials revolves 
around Lyra and Will, two young teenagers from 
different worlds. The pair join forces and share 
adventures beyond their wildest imaginings. As their 
friendship deepens, the teenagers are drawn into a 
cosmic battle between good and evil, encountering 
armoured bears, soul-eating Spectres, witches from 
Northern Lands and terrifying Harpies in The Land of 
the Dead before they face their human foes in a final, 
breath-taking battle. 

Ten years on from Next Stage’s first production of 
His Dark Materials Parts 1 & 2 Next Stage Youth’s 
talented 11-18 year olds are proud to be staging the 
company’s third revival of these plays.

This is an epic journey for actors and audiences alike. 
Stunning costumes and masks, an original musical 
score, special effects and lighting designed for the 
fast-moving and complex plot make this a theatrical 
event not to be missed.

Part 1: Tues 13th, Thurs 15th February  7.30pm 
 Matinee Saturday 17th February  2pm  
Part 2:  Weds 14th, Fri 16th & Sat 17th  7.30pm 
Next Stage Youth presents

His Dark Materials Parts 1 & 2
by Nicholas Wright based on the novels by Philip Pullman
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NSY enrolment: Sunday 4th March  4.30-6pm

Welcoming youngsters of all abilities with no audition 
or pre-selection process, Next Stage Youth is 
one of Bath’s leading theatrical youth companies. 
Rehearsing in three, 10 week terms per year, and with 
the advantage of their own theatrical space at The 
Mission Theatre, NSYouthers usually stage one or two 
main productions a year. 

Next Stage Youth places emphasis on performance 
as a means to enhance teamwork, build self-
confidence and provide a professional grounding 
in theatre arts. Anyone aged between 11 and 18 
is welcome and Next Stage has a policy of using 
NSYouthers whenever possible in adult productions.

Next Stage Youth meets on Sundays 4.30-6pm at 
The Mission Theatre. During the Spring and Summer, 
members of Next Stage Youth will be starting work on 
their next major production to be staged in October 
2018. 

If you wish to become a member of NSYouth please 
email nextstagebath@aol.com or call 01225 428600 
to register your interest. More information and images 
can be found at www.next-stage.co.uk.

Next Stage Youthers pay just £120  
per 10-week term.

Newcomers are invited to join for 
two taster sessions at £12 each, 

which can be paid for on arrival on 
their first two Sundays. www.playing-up.co.uk

Thursday 1st - Saturday 3rd March  7.30pm 
Bath University Student Theatre Society presents 

A Comedy Of Errors
by William Shakespeare

“We came into the world like brother and brother, 
And now let’s go hand in hand, not one before 
another.”

After a shipwreck separates a family, twin brothers 
(both named Antipholus) and their twin servants 
(both called Dromio), each grow up entirely unaware 
of their counterpart’s existence, providing the ideal 
ingredients for a riotous serving of Shakespearean 
chaos. 

One brother finds himself in awe of foreign 
generosity, whilst the other is infuriated by his 
neighbours’ unwarranted animosity. The servants, 
trapped by false orders, are driven halfway to 
madness by their masters’ gratuitous and excessive 
punishments.

Based on two farces by the Roman playwright 
Plautus, Shakespeare whimsically whips them 
together to create havoc and hilarity. Bath University 
Student Theatre are proud to present the Comedy of 
Errors in this, the first of two visits the company are 
making to The Mission Theatre this season.

Tickets £8 (£5 concs) 
Available from www.edgearts.org

Next Stage Youth in 
Goodnight Mister Tom (2017)

Next Stage Youth
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www.playing-up.co.uk

Following James Hurn’s sell-out visits to The Mission 
Theatre in November 2016 and June 2017, he is back 
by popular demand with his stunning One Man, Many 
Voices, show celebrating over 60 years of Hancock’s 
Half Hour.

On this, his third visit, James – a talented actor and 
impressionist – will be performing a brand-new 
programme including one classic episode of Hancock’s 
Half Hour, and two episodes he has written himself in 
the same style as Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, with 
James voicing the entire cast. James is a master at 
recreating the accents and personas of such iconic 
20th Century British favourites as Tony Hancock, Sidney 
James, Hattie Jacques, Bill Kerr and Kenneth Williams.

The new show is performed in the style of a radio 
performance in front of a live audience, bringing to life 
the classic days of radio comedy. Don’t miss it!

“Utterly masterful and quite, quite superb” Jon Culshaw 
- impressionist

“You have Tony Hancock’s pitch and tone so much 
better than I” Kevin McNally - actor

“If anyone is out there wondering; does it work, one 
man doing the whole cast? Are the new scripts up to 
scratch? Is it like the real thing? The answers are; yes, 
yes and yes” Tom Dommett - Editor - The Tony Hancock 
appreciation society ★★★★★

From Wednesday 7th – Friday 9th March 2018, 
The Mission Theatre will once again host events in 
the Speech & Drama section of The Mid-Somerset 
Festival. Now in it’s 117th year, the Festival has given 
generations of young performers the opportunity 
to build confidence and to develop their skills in all 
aspects of drama, music, dance and creative writing.

On Wednesday and Thursday there will be full days 
of acting, verse speaking and mime classes at The 
Mission Theatre, whilst the Friday will be devoted to 
Musical Theatre followed by the Speech & Drama 
concert and awards evening. Tickets to come and 
watch this variety of work will be available on the 
door from £3 for adults. School-age children are free. 

For more information visit www.midsomersetfestival.org

Tuesday 6th March  7.30pm 
Hurn-Davey Productions present 

Hancock And Co  
One Man, Many Voices

Wednesday 7th - Friday 9th March

www.midsomersetfestival.org

Tickets £15 (£13 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Tickets £3 available on the door 
(School-age children free)

Mid-Somerset Festival
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Monday 12th - Thursday 15th March  7.30pm
Howell Productions presents 

Looking for Mummy: 
Nazanin’s Story 

On the 4th April 2016 Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 
and her baby daughter were detained in Iran whilst 
returning home after a family visit. Since then Nazanin 
has faced horrors we can only imagine. Accused of 
being a British spy and separated from her baby, 
Nazanin has been subjected to interrogations and 
solitary confinement and is currently serving 5 years 
in prison.

Looking for Mummy: Nazanin’s Story tells the true 
story of what happened, and is continuing to happen, 
to Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and her family since April. 
Premiering at The Edinburgh Fringe Festival 2017 this 
play received four stars from The Independent and 
The Litro called it ‘political theatre at its best’.

This is a play that is constantly being updated as 
Nazanins’ story unfolds so you never see the same 
show twice.

Tickets £10 (£8 concs) 
Available from www.edgearts.org/student

Friday 16th - Saturday 17th March  7.30pm
Matinee Saturday 17th March  2pm 
Athilia Theatre presents 

The Bald Soprano
by Eugene Ionesco

By the 1960s, The Bald Soprano by Eugene Ionesco 
had already been recognized as a modern classic 
and an important seminal work in the Theatre of the 
Absurd. This is a hilarious and creepy interpretation of 
one of the most famous plays in the genre. Shadows 
and lights will dance around the superficiality of 
human nature, hiding and revealing the inconsistent 
personalities of the characters. 

The Smiths are a traditional couple from London who 
have invited another couple, the Martinezes, over 
for a visit. They are joined later by the Smiths’ maid, 
Mary, and the local Fire Chief, who is also Mary’s 
lover. The two families engage in meaningless banter, 
telling stories and relating nonsensical poems.

Like many plays in the Theatre of the Absurd genre 
the underlying theme of The Bald Soprano is not 
immediately apparent, but with this production we’ll 
follow the main interpretation, underlining the futility 
of meaningful communication in modern society, 
all the artificial aspects of our behaviours and the 
superficiality of modern relationships.

www.facebook.com/arthaliatheatrecompany

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk
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Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk 
email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
online www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tuesday 17th - Saturday 21st April  7.30pm
Matinee Saturday 21st April  2pm 
Next Stage Theatre Company presents 

Proof 
by David Auburn 

‘It was just connecting the dots. Some nights I could 
connect three or four. Some nights they’d be really 
far apart, I’d have no idea how to get to the next one, 
if there was a next one.’ (Catherine, Act 2)

Life is a series of connections; connections to places, 
to people, or even within our minds. Catherine’s 
biggest connection was to her father, a recently 
deceased, mathematical genius, for whom she was 
a carer through many years of his mental illness. 
After her father’s death, Catherine begins to isolate 
herself from the outside world, and hide away from 
her grief – despite the advances of her father’s ex-
student and the over-bearing care of her sister, Claire. 
As their constant representations encompass her, 
and connections with the past and future become 
distorted and confusing, Catherine is finally forced 
to confront her deepest fear – has she inherited her 
father’s genius, or his instability?

A beautiful and emotional drama portraying the 
desperation felt during grief or depression. 

“...a compelling evening of theatre...Proof is a smart 
and compassionate play of ideas” David Kaufman, 
New York Daily News

Saturday 7th April  7.30pm
Kane and Abel present

Breaking the Magicians’ Code

Tickets £12 (£10 concs)  
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Friday 6th April  7.30pm
Unravelled Commedia Company presents

A Night at the Novelty Theatre

Tickets £8 (£5 concs)  
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

A very happy return to The Mission Theatre for this 
delicious chocolate box of a Variety show, performed 
in the traditional Music Hall style. This year’s selection 
is crammed with even more sweet-hearted songs, 
baffling eccentric dances, impossible feats and breath-
taking musical virtuosity. The Unravelled Commedia 
Company are artistes from another time, lovingly 
restored to working order and displayed for a delicious 
hour and a half of Edwardiana. Unmissable.

Following a decade of abiding by the Magicians’ Code 
of Conduct passed down to them by their grandfather, 
twin tricksters Kane & Abel decided to break every 
single code to see how different their lives would be. It 
turns out being bad feels great, and Kane & Abel have 
spent the past year touring the UK with their anarchic 
show Breaking the Magicians’ Code.

‘A superb mixture of humour, magic and audience 
participation - a thoroughly enjoyable experience.’ 
EdFringe Review

FESTIVAL TIME
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www.elsa-jean-mctaggart.com

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Monday 30th April - Tuesday 1st May  7.30pm 
Elsa Jean McTaggart presents 

Eva Cassidy: ‘The Story’ 

Eva Cassidy: The Story is a deeply personal, poignant 
tribute by Elsa Jean McTaggart to an inspirational 
voice and an incredibly talented musician who was 
discovered by the world tragically late.

Through video, voice and song Elsa presents a tribute 
to her all-time favourite artist Eva Cassidy. With her 
voice, guitar and piano accompaniment, Elsa brings 
alive the essence of Eva as she relates the songs to 
the beautiful and moving story of one of the world’s 
most iconic voices, tragically cut short by Eva’s 
untimely death at 33. 

An icon of acoustic music, Eva Cassidy had the 
power to move audiences through her interpretation 
of well-known songs with wistful, emotional vocals 
and beautiful guitar accompaniment. Elsa Jean 
McTaggart’s show pays fitting homage to this true 
interpreter of song. 

Elsa’s voice has been described as ‘smooth as 
velvet... sultry’ (Joe Simmons, Edinburgh Tonight) 
and ‘One of those very few people with a distinctive 
enough voice to do the music and songs of Eva 
Cassidy justice.’ (Tom King Southside Advertiser). 

Don’t miss this captivating tribute.

Tuesday 24th - Friday 27th April  7.30pm 
Black Dog Productions present 

Orphan 

A small town in Georgia: a nameless Orphan returns 
to the place where he was raised, hoping that he can 
cauterize the wound that has been festering in him 
since he was a child. His friend Patience is brought 
along, on the grounds that she might find some sense 
of closure. When they bump into their old Caretaker 
who has information about their dark past, Orphan’s 
true motives start to become clear and Patience 
begins to lose control. Are sins ever forgiven? Or do 
sins simply beget more sins? 

Orphan is brought to The Mission Theatre from the 
makers of Howl - ‘A play of supreme excellence 
and nail-biting tension’ (Bath Chronicle) and Films 
about Ghosts - ‘There were many raw and harrowing 
moments throughout this production, but the deeply 
emotional storyline was balanced with touches of 
light humour’ (Theatre Bath.)

Black Dog Productions is excited to bring you 
Orphan, a newly-written work which will leave you 
questioning the true meaning of ‘family’.

Distressing scenes and themes - not suitable for 
children.

Tickets £10 (No concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
or www.blackdogproductions.uk

Tickets £10 (£7 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk
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Sunday 6th - Thursday 10th May  7.30pm
The Jealous Lemon Theatre Company presents

Twelfth Night (or What You Will)
by William Shakespeare

On the cost of Illyria, Viola is washed ashore in 
the wake of a shipwreck in which she believes 
her twin brother, Sebastian, has drowned. In need 
of protection, she disguises herself as a young 
man, Cesario, in order to gain employment in the 
household of the lovelorn Duke Orsino. The Duke is 
sick with love for the fair and tragic Countess Olivia, 
who has sworn she will accept no suitors since the 
death of her beloved brother. 

In spite of finding herself in love with the Duke, Viola 
attempts to woo the indifferent Olivia on behalf of 
Orsino. Complications arise when Olivia falls for Viola 
who is disguised as the fetching Cesario.

With a cast of larger-than-life characters, each with 
their own agenda, and a company of only two actors, 
chaos is bound to ensue as The Jealous Lemon 
Theatre Co. undertake the telling of this hilarious tale 
in a way we are sure you will have never seen before.

Tickets £10 (£8 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Thursday 3rd - Saturday 5th May  7.30pm  
Matinee Saturday 5th May  2pm
Bath Spa Theatre Society presents 

Six Characters in Search of an Author 
by Luigi Pirandello 

“The man, the writer, the instrument of the creation 
will die, but his creation does not die.” 

Amidst the chaos of the rehearsal room, six 
characters appear unannounced in search of an 
author to complete their tale. Abandoned by their 
creator, the six figures find themselves trapped within 
a tragedy from which they long to escape; only acting 
the scenes that were written for them can release 
them from their turmoil. One way or another, their 
devastating story must be told.

Bath Spa Theatre Society presents an adaptation 
of Luigi Pirandello’s Six Characters in Search of an 
Author. 

This amateur production of Six Characters in Search 
of an Author is presented by special arrangement 
with NICK HERN BOOKS, LTD. 

Contains upsetting scenes.

Tickets £10 (£7 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

theatrespa.weebly.com 
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Sunday 13th May  7.30pm 
Dean Friedman presents 

Dean Friedman’s 40th Anniversary Tour:  
‘Well, Well’ Said the Rocking Chair 

Returning to The Mission Theatre after his sell-out 
concert in 2016 and hailed by critics and fans alike 
as a one of the finest songwriters of his generation, 
Dean Friedman has achieved legendary, pop-icon 
status for chart-topping hits, Lucky Stars, Lydia, Ariel 
and more.

2018 marks the 40th Anniversary of Friedman’s 
classic album, “Well, Well,” Said the Rocking Chair. 
Friedman will mark the milestone by performing the 
entire album ‘live’, along with fan favourites from his 
four-decade career.

“Amazing Talent!” - Sun

“Songsmith extraordinaire!” - Music Week

“Dean Friedman is entirely unique and utterly 
brilliant” - ThreeWeeks

Friedman has earned a loyal, international following 
with his insightful and compelling, true-to-life ‘story 
songs’, songs that have prompted enthusiastic 
audiences to proclaim his music ‘the soundtrack to 
their lives’.

Invite family and friends and join Friedman for an 
evening of powerful, poignant and hilarious songs 
about the ordinary and extraordinary lives we share.

Tickets £27.50 (£25 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600  

email nextstagebath@aol.com 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
www.DeanFriedman.com 

SeeTickets.com  Ticketweb.co.uk  TicketMaster.co.uk 

Friday 11th - Saturday 12th May  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 12th May  2pm 
John White presents 

Divorced, Beheaded, Died:  
An Audience With King Henry VIII 

The year is 1544 and King Henry, the Eighth of that 
name, is engaged upon a Royal Progress about his 
Realm and has halted here, in Bath, to afford his Loyal 
Subjects the opportunity to have ‘audience’ with their 
Sovereign Lord and King.

The King, recently married to his new, and sixth, 
wife, Queen Catherine Parr, is in poor health; his leg 
continues to cause him considerable pain and he is 
often in a poor humour!

In the course of the ‘audience’, His Majesty will 
recount the events of his long reign; telling of his 
wives and his children, and His Majesty will invite his 
Loyal Subjects to Petition him or question him on ANY 
related subject: a lively Q&A is assured!

“breathtaking....the audience were spellbound - 
magnificent” E. Wedmore, Director, Bexley  
Heritage Trust

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk
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Compania Cielito - Crime and Passion

Who are we in the world we see around us? What is our connection to others near and far? 
We want autonomy, but at the same time the benefit of collaboration - sound familiar? An 
Argentine Tango, theatre and mixed media performance.

The 2018 Bath Fringe Festival will take place in the city between 
Friday 25th May - Sunday 10th June. As an attractive and 
popular city-centre venue, The Mission Theatre is thrilled to once 
again be hosting many exciting Fringe events. With its versatile 
100-seater Main Auditorium and its buzzing Fringe Hub and Bar in 
the 50-seater Theatre Upstairs, The Mission Theatre will be full to 
bursting with first-class Fringe acts from around the country. 

Detailed information will be available on our website from 1st April 
2018, but here’s a taster of some of the treats in store.

Detailed information for all Fringe events will be available in  
Spring 2018 when the full programme has been finalised. 

For tickets, times and further information 
visit www.missiontheatre.co.uk or www.bathfringe.co.uk

Nos Three Theatre Company 
- Friendly Ever After 
Friendly Ever After is a touching story of 
Sarmento and Daluz, two young clowns trying 
to find true friendship. Between the many jokes, 
arguments, disputes and amusing moments, 
Sarmento and Daluz discover, with the help 
of the young audience, that friendship can be 
deeper and more rewarding if they simply start 
to act with genuine kindness, tolerance and 
empathy with one another. 

Dave’s House  
Theatre Company -  
Strange Matters... 

Dave only goes to see nice plays with nice stories. So 
he’s taken it upon himself to write one: Strange Matters... 
a riveting tale of love, death, betrayal and birds. But how 
will Dave’s evening of “tolerable, top-notch, moderately 
significant drama with a nice story” fare when Frank,  
the lead actor, fails to turn up?

The Rattle’n’Roll Players -  
The Rise and Fall of King Donald the 1/5th
A rich, aggressive merchant seizes the throne of Egoland. Who can save the world from his 
destructive impulses? The Rattlen’n’Roll Players have created a strangely familiar Donald, but 
in a fictional time and place. Hilarious political satire with pathos and wit.

A welcome return to performing arts students from 
Bath College.

FESTIVAL TIME

Theatre With Teeth 
will be returning 
after a triumphant 
debut in 2017.

Students from Bath University 
Student Theatre Society 
return to The Mission Theatre 
with two fantastic shows.



13 www.missiontheatre.co.uk     01225 428600     nextstagebath@aol.com         ‘The Mission Theatre’          @mission_theatre

Proud to design The Mission Theatre programme since 2009

PRINT | WEB | BRANDINGVIDEO | SOCIAL | DIGITAL

07828 077983 
www.blankcanvasdesigns.co.uk

Wednesday 25th - Thursday 26th July  7.30pm
Quids In Theatre Company presents

All Cashed In

Tuesday 4th - Saturday 8th September  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 8th September   2pm 
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

Dangerous Corner
by J.B. Priestley

Forthcoming

What happens when your life suddenly seems to 
mirror that of your musical hero? Greg Moncur is 
convinced that his obsession with singer Johnny 
Cash is dictating the events in his own life. 
Coincidence? Or is there a master plan? When Greg 
is arrested for possession of drugs he is sure he is 
right, but can he convince the police sergeant of his 
theory and that he isn’t mad?

Find out in this light-hearted comedy incorporating 
live performance of some of Johnny Cash’s greatest 
tracks in this original tribute to The Man in Black.

‘A superlative performance; it’s clear that Rodden is 
a singer and an actor in equal measure, not just an 
actor who can hold a tune.’  Fringe Guru Brighton 
2017 ★★★★★

‘A Hidden Gem’ Edinburgh Fringe Review 2016

How far should you go in seeking the truth? That is 
the question at the heart of J B Priestley’s  
intriguing play.

An apparently happy group of people are discussing 
their family business when a chance remark takes 
the conversation round a dangerous corner, with 
profound and devastating consequences.

But what if the remark had never been uttered?

Next Stage presents a rare chance to see Priestley’s 
first play, which anticipates the themes of time and 
the unravelling of the past, which he later develops in 
An Inspector Calls.

Tuesday 19th - Saturday 23rd June  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 23rd June  2pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents 

The Night of The Iguana 
by Tennessee Williams 

Set in 1940 in the shabby, run-down Costa Verde 
Hotel The Night of the Iguana is recognised as 
Tennessee Williams’ last great play. 

The hotel, surrounded by the simmering heat of the 
Mexican jungle, plays host to the flotsam and jetsam 
of passing tourists and is run by the recently widowed 
Maxine Faulk and her ragbag collection of staff. Into 
this steaming backwater comes the Reverend T. 
Lawrence Shannon, an ex-minister now earning a 
living as a tour guide for a second-rate travel agency. 
The widow sees in Shannon an easy and desirable 
replacement for her deceased husband, and starts 
to entrap him, just as new travellers arrive at the 
hotel in the shape of Hannah Jelkes and her aged 
grandfather, Nonno. 

As the night unfolds and Shannon’s plight comes to 
resemble that of the captive iguana, trapped, bound 
and tormented under the hotel’s veranda, Hannah 
enters into a deeply human bond with the ex-priest  
and the heat in the jungle increases.

Don’t miss this outstanding production of a Williams’ 
classic performed by a stellar Next Stage cast headed 
by Richard Matthews as Shannon.

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk 
email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
online www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600
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Useful  
Information

The Mission Theatre’s bar and box office 
open 45 minutes before the start of an event. 
Any pre-ordered or remaining tickets can be 
collected at this time.

Parking 
Avon Street Car Park is opposite the theatre 
and the Riverside Coach Drop-off is at the 
end of Corn Street. Car parks on either side 
of the building are private and not available to 
theatre-goers.

Public Transport 
Bath Spa train and bus stations are within 
3 minutes’ walk.

Disabled Access 
The Main Auditorium has full disabled access 
and facilities.

Bars 
Before most shows and events the theatre 
operates two fully-licensed bars. One is 
located in The Theatre Upstairs and the other 
is in the Main Auditorium downstairs. Cold 
drinks and ice creams can be purchased and 
taken into the theatre, whilst hot drinks and 
food are consumed upstairs.

The Mission Theatre 
32 Corn Street, Bath BA1 1UF 

01225 428600     nextstagebath@aol.com 
www.missiontheatre.co.uk

   ‘The Mission Theatre’         
   @mission_theatre

Avon Street
Car Park 

The Mission Theatre is delighted to introduce 
a new partner: The Secret Gardens, now 

providing beautiful flowers for our theatre Foyer.

The Secret Gardens, 
based in Bath Spa train 
station, is a family run, 
independent, boutique 
specialising in bespoke 
floristry, plants and 
arrangements. 

We are the exclusive 
partner within the UK 
for Granado, Brazil’s 
luxury pharmaceutical 
brand. 

Proudly catering for 
weddings, events and 
businesses within the 
local area and beyond. 

Call, email or come and see us at The Secret Gardens, 
located in the Old Lift Room at Bath Spa Railway Station.

10am - 8pm 
or by Appointment: 
07799644914 
b@thesecretgardens.co
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Look Back in Anger  16-20 Jan  7.30pm  

Look Back in Anger 20 Jan  2pm

Stay 2-3 Feb  7.30pm  

Stay 3 Feb  2pm

His Dark Materials Part 1 13, 15 Feb  7.30pm  

His Dark Materials Part 1 17 Feb  2pm 

His Dark Materials Part 2 14, 16 & 17 Feb  7.30pm

A Comedy Of Errors 1-3 Mar  7.30pm 

Next Stage Youth  Enrolment 4 Mar 4.30-6pm

Hancock and Co - One Man, Many Voices 6 Mar  7.30pm 

Mid-Somerset Drama Festival 7-9 Mar Various

Looking for Mummy: Nazanin’s Story  12-15 Mar  7.30pm

The Bald Soprano  16-17 Mar  7.30pm 

The Bald Soprano 17 Mar  2pm 

A Night at the Novelty Theatre 6 Apr  7.30pm

Breaking the Magicians’ Code 7 Apr  7.30pm

Proof  17-21 Apr  7.30pm 

Proof 21 Apr  2pm 

Orphan 24-27 Apr  7.30pm 

Eva Cassidy: ‘The Story’  30 Apr - 1 May  7.30pm 

Six Characters in Search of an Author  3-5 May  7.30pm 

Twelfth Night (or What You Will) 6-10 May  7.30pm

Divorced, Beheaded, Died 11-12 May  7.30pm  

Divorced, Beheaded, Died 12 May  2pm 

Dean Friedman’s 40th Anniversary Tour  13 May  7.30pm 

Fringe at The Mission 25 May-10 June Various

The Night of The Iguana 19-23 June  7.30pm 

The Night of The Iguana 23 June  2pm

All Cashed In 25 - 26 July  7.30pm


