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The Mission Theatre’s 150-seater Main Auditorium 
and/or the 50-seater Theatre Upstairs can be hired 
for the presentation of performing and visual arts, 
corporate events and festivals. 

Both auditoria are versatile venues with a variety 
of different layout options, perfect for all styles of 
performance. More information, including images of 
various ways to configure both spaces, can be found 
on our website www.missiontheatre.co.uk.

To make an enquiry, or place a booking please 
contact either the Artistic Director or the Theatre 
Manager on 01225 428600, or email  
nextstagebath@aol.com.

Hiring The Mission TheatreWelcome

FONS - Friends of Next Stage  
at The Mission Theatre

Animal Farm (2019) Main Auditorium Photo by: Nick Spratling

Our FONS scheme has proved extremely popular 
and we hope many more of you will consider  
joining us.

For a £60 annual subscription, we offer our FONS 
members the following privileges for all Next Stage 
shows: priority booking, a reserved seat and a free 
programme - electronic versions are available the 
week before opening night.

Members are also invited to special one-off events 
such as pre-season launch evenings, or the Mayoral 
Reception held in honour of Next Stage in May 2017.

Please help our work at The Mission Theatre by 
becoming a Friend. Simply complete the form on the 
Sponsorship page of our website, email us, or call 
01225 428600.

Thank you.
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Our 2019 Autumn season at The Mission Theatre  
has an impressive range of compelling entertainment 
on offer, giving audiences a wonderful opportunity 
to see old and modern classics, new writing and 
exciting compilations - all at realistic and affordable 
prices. 

If you enjoy Festival events then look no further than 
our jam-packed week of Jane Austen delights in 
September. If you prefer musical treats then turn to 
the start of November when we welcome Thomas 
Cameron to The Mission Theatre, followed by the 
talented McTaggart Sisters. If it’s entertainment for 
the family you are after then Tom‘s Midnight Garden 
in the October half-term, or our seasonal pantomime 
Aladdin in December, both provide first-class 
entertainment at family-friendly prices.  

Whatever your particular interest in the performing 
arts we aim to cater for it at The Mission Theatre. 
We are celebrating resident company Next Stage’s 
Silver Anniversary year in 2019 and there are three 
birthday presents Next Stage is offering to YOU!  

‘Pay What It’s Worth’ Matinees - come to a Next 
Stage matinee for just £1 and pay at the end of the 
show what you feel the production is worth.

25 at £5 - there are 25 tickets set aside for each 
Next Stage show this year, all available to students 
and job-seekers at just £5.

Sixth Show Free - Next Stage will have produced 6 
outstanding plays in 2019. If you have seen the first 
5 of them, enjoy the 6th one, Woman In Mind, free 
of charge.

Further details of Next Stage productions and all 
events at The Mission Theatre can be found on 
www.missiontheatre.co.uk and  
www.next-stage.co.uk

I look forward to welcoming 
you to The Mission Theatre 
throughout the Autumn.

Ann Ellison BEM 
Artistic Director 
The Mission Theatre

Cover Image: McTaggart Sisters Photo by Juliet Kim Bates 9th November P10
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Members of Next Stage Youth meeting  
Sir Alan Ayckbourn at The Mission Theatre, May 2014

Next Stage Youthers pay just £120 per 10-week term.

Newcomers are invited to join for two taster sessions at £12 each, 
which can be paid for on arrival on their first two Sundays.

Next Stage Youth Autumn Enrolment Sunday 8th September            4.30-6pm

Next Stage Youth Theatre Company  
Silver Anniversary 1994 - 2019 

Welcoming youngsters of all abilities, with no audition 
or pre-selection process, Next Stage Youth (NSY) is 
one of Bath’s leading theatrical youth companies. 
Next Stage Youth meets on Sundays 4.30-6pm at 
The Mission Theatre over three 10-weekly terms 
throughout the year. With the advantage of their own 
theatrical space at The Mission Theatre, NSYouthers  
usually stage one or two main productions a year. 

If you wish to become a member of NSYouth please 
email nextstagebath@aol.com or call 01225 428600 
to register your interest. More information and images 
can be found at www.next-stage.co.uk.

I set up Next Stage Youth 25 years ago in September 1994. The idea was to build a youth company of 11 to 18 year 
olds who could meet weekly, have fun, but also learn the performance skills that would give them confidence, in life 
and strong foundations if they wished to pursue a career in theatre.

Since 1994, thousands of young people have been part of the Next Stage Youth Theatre Company. Youthers have 
performed with the company at a variety of theatres in Bath and now, of course, in their home theatre at The Mission. 
They have toured with the adult company to Bristol, Scarborough, London and the Minack Theatre in Cornwall. 

Many young people over the years have gone on to train professionally and have developed 
successful and rewarding careers in the performing arts. Over the years Youthers have taken 
advantage of being able to move seamlessly from the youth theatre to the adult company and 
some have become Youth tutors themselves. Lifelong friendships have been forged, outstanding 
performances on stage have been acclaimed, and for thousands of young people there have been 
unforgettable experiences. 

I never cease to be amazed by the talent and versatility demonstrated by our young actors, their 
enthusiasm and dedication is inspiring and the quality of the work they have produced over the 
years is second to none. 

Happy birthday to all you Youthers past and present and here’s to many more. 

Ann Ellison BEM, Artistic Director
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Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Students/job-seekers Tickets £5  
‘Pay what it’s Worth’ Saturday Matinee  
Tickets £1 to book a seat 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk  
email nextstagebath@aol.com  
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tuesday 3rd - Saturday 7th September  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 7th September 2pm  
Next Stage Theatre Company presents   

The Glass Menagerie 
 by Tennessee Williams  

“I have tricks in my pockets - I have things up my 
sleeve - but I am the opposite of a stage magician. 
He gives you illusion that has the appearance of 
truth. I give you truth in the pleasant disguise of 
illusion.” (Tom, Act 1)

The Glass Menagerie is one of Tennessee Williams’ 
most popular and acclaimed plays. It is set in 1937 
in the Wingfield’s apartment in a shabby tenement 
building in St Louis, Missouri. Laura, Tom’s sister, 
crippled by polio as a child and finding solace in the 
ornaments of her ‘glass menagerie’, lives here with 
her brother and Amanda, her over-bearing mother, 
who is obsessed with finding Laura a husband. 
Eventually Jim - a 'gentleman caller' - comes to visit 
Laura and for a moment she is transported from her 
claustrophobic and fragile world, into one where she 
can glimpse happiness and the chance of escape. 

Next Stage Theatre Company has an enviable 
reputation for its interpretations of the works of 
Tennessee Williams. Don’t miss 
the chance to see this enthralling 
production of Williams’ most 
autobiographical play.

Tickets £10 (no concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

A man tied to a radiator, a writer going seemingly 
nowhere, and a woman haunted by her past. Howl 
explores how far man is willing to go to be truly free, 
no matter how damaging.

1950's America, a down on his luck writer meets a girl 
at his workplace who seems to be the answer to all of 
his problems. To impress her he creates a reflection 
of himself, one that is spontaneous and successful in 
his endeavours, however when the reflection starts 
acting erratically, things begin to spiral out of control.  

Black Dog Productions' first piece of work Howl, 
premiered at the Bath Fringe Festival in 2016. After 
a brilliant reception, the show has been taken to The 
Lion and Unicorn in Camden, and The Nest in Bath. 
After a break of touring this production, Black Dog 
Productions are delighted to be bringing Howl to The 
Mission Theatre.

“A theatrical gem; plays that hold the attention of 
their audiences like this are few and far between and 
to reveal the plot would spoil what is a gripping night 
out” -Theatre Bath *****

Please note, this performance contains scenes of a 
distressing nature. Age 16+

Tuesday 10th - Saturday 14th September   7.30pm 
Black Dog Productions present 

Howl 
by Russell Eccleston 
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Create your own soft 
bonnet or turban 
– Workshop 10am 
(duration 2 hours)

Under supervision, using 
vintage sewing machines, create your own 
vintage style bonnet, or turban to match your 
Festival outfit. Materials, embellishments and 
expert guidance from Bath Theatrical Costume 
Hire are provided at this fun workshop.

Tickets: £85 (Backstage)

Morning call  
10.30am to 11.30am

Over coffee and cake 
(purchasable from the Bistro) 
why not come and chat with 

some of the Festival stewards and the Festival 
organisers at this informal gathering.

FREE – Upstairs in the Bistro  

Lady Susan – 
Matinee improvised 
performance by 
the Natural Theatre 
Company 2.30pm 

(duration 1½ hours) with interval

Will Lady Susan Vernon achieve her wicked 
ends? Why is Frederica so against marriage 
with Sir James Martin? Who is the ‘most 
accomplished Coquette in England’ and 
what on earth does it mean? This improvised 
theatrical performance based on Austen’s 
epistolary novel will attempt to solve, no 
doubt with hilarious results, these and many 
of life’s conundrums.

Tickets: £16

Lady Susan – Evening improvised 
performance by the Natural 
Theatre Company 8pm  
(duration 1½ hours) with interval

Details as above.  Tickets: £16

Tuesday 17th September Wednesday 18th September 

‘To be fond of dancing...’ 
– with Charlotte Cumper 
2pm (duration 1 hour)

All of Austen’s characters attend 
a dance at some point, but 

what did that entail? Did they have to memorise 
every dance? How did the Netherfield Ball differ 
from the Meryton Assembly, or the ball at the 
Crown Inn? Why couldn’t Catherine Morland just 
refuse to dance with John Thorpe? Join Charlotte 
Cumper of the Jane Austen Dancers to find out 
what it meant to be fond of dancing.

Tickets: £8

‘The honours of the 
table’ with Mr Adams 
the butler 8pm  
(duration 1½ hours) with interval

Mr Adams, butler in a grand 
Regency house, has been ‘in service’ for many 
years. Paying particular attention to the etiquette 
associated with sitting to table and the ‘art’ of 
dining he explains and demonstrates the complex 
process of setting the table for dinner. The 
presentation is set in the year 1812 and supported 
by a very considerable range of silver, porcelain 
and domestic items.

Tickets: £12

FESTIVAL TIME

The Mission Bistro in the Theatre Upstairs 
- an attractive and welcoming venue open 
throughout The Jane Austen Festival 
serving hot and cold drinks, cakes and ice 
creams. Why not come along and meet your 
friends before, or after one of the many 
Jane Austen events hosted at the theatre?

Create your own 
reticule – Workshop 
10am (duration 2 hours)

Under supervision, and using 
vintage sewing machines, 

create a reticule to match your Festival 
outfit. Materials, embellishments and expert 
guidance from Bath Theatrical Costume Hire 
are provided at this fun workshop. 

Tickets: £65 (Backstage)

Be More Jane  
– meet writer  
Sophie Andrews  
10.30am to 11am

Sophie Andrews (of Laughing 
with Lizzie) talks about the inspiration, writing 
and production of her new illustrated book. 
During an informal Q&A session Sophie will be 
signing copies of the book – bring your own, 
or buy on the day.

FREE – Upstairs in the Bistro 

‘A tendency to some 
particular evil’ – 
Lynette White 12.15pm 
(duration 1 hour)

From Mr Wickham to Mrs 
Norris, Austen wrote some of the best, most 
subtle and most hateful characters of English 
Literature. What makes a Jane Austen villain 
and why do we love to hate them? Lynette 
explores what it means to be a villain in Jane 
Austen and 18th Century England.

Tickets: £8

The 19th  Jane      Austen Festival 
    2019
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What matters in Jane 
Austen? – with  
Professor John Mullan  
11am (duration 1½ hours)

What would the Jane Austen 
Festival be without a visit from John Mullan? 
Professor of English at University College 
London he has taught Austen for over 25 
years. An amusing and highly entertaining 
speaker who, this year, will speak about the 
little things you never notice in Austen that 
make her work so special and clever. 

Tickets: £14

Yours, Jane Austen – 
‘Austen Sisters’ 3pm 
(duration 2 hours)

Revealing the life of Austen 
through her most loved 

works and the letters she wrote to her sister 
Cassandra. Susannah Harker (Jane Bennet, 
BBC’s Pride and Prejudice) and sister Nelly 
follow Jane and Cassandra’s journey from 
their youth in the ballrooms of Regency 
England, through to their later search for 
fulfilment and independence.  
Harker Studio Productions.

Tickets: £16

Cheer from Chawton 
– a Jane Austen 
family theatrical 8pm 
(duration 1 hour)

This is an exquisite piece of 
very clever theatre written and performed by 
superb actress Karen Eterovich. Meet novelist 
Jane Austen at her brother’s manor house 
in this hour-long interactive comedy. This hit 
show returns to Bath for the 4th time and has 
been performed in the USA for more than a 
dozen years. Suitable for ages 8 upwards.

Tickets: £16

Friday 20th September

Saturday 21st September Thursday 19th September 

www.janeaustenfestivalbath.co.uk

Tickets for all The Jane  
Austen Festival events from

Bath Box Office 01225 463362  
online at www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Please note there are no concession tickets

Acting Masterclass with 
Karen Eterovich 11am 
(duration 1½ hours)

Bringing Historical & Literary 
Figures to Life. For theatrical 

types and laymen alike, this workshop uses 
period music, art and literature as a means 
to enter into the creation of a character be it 
fictional - Lizzy? Darcy? - or real-life.

Tickets: £16

Adapting Austen with 
Anna Lea 3.45pm 
(duration 1 hour)

Writer and Director Anna Lea 
has adapted Northanger Abbey 

and Emma into full cast audio dramas starring 
Dame Emma Thompson. What is the process of 
adapting and directing these dramas? And can 
they give us a fresh insight into Austen’s novels?

Tickets: £8

Bad girls and bonnets 
– History Wardrobe 
7.30pm (duration 1½ hours) 
with interval

Jane Austen’s guide to being 
brazen - a bold, brash and beautiful celebration 
of Austen’s wicked women, and a truly revelatory 
look at clothes and crime in the 18th Century – an 
era when stocking-theft or silk smuggling carried 
serious consequences. With fabulous original 
costume items, criminal history and readings 
from the outrageous Miss Austen herself.

Tickets: £16

FESTIVAL TIME

Create your own 
reticule – Workshop 
10am (duration 2 hours)

Under supervision, and using 
vintage sewing machines, 

create a reticule to match your Festival 
outfit. Materials, embellishments and expert 
guidance from Bath Theatrical Costume Hire 
are provided at this fun workshop. 

Tickets: £65 (Backstage)

Create your own soft 
bonnet or turban – 
workshop 12.45pm 
(duration 2 hours)

Under supervision, and using 
vintage sewing machines, create your own 
vintage style bonnet, or turban to match your 
Festival outfit. Materials, embellishments 
and expert guidance from Bath Theatrical 
Costume Hire are provided at this fun 
workshop.

Tickets: £85 (Backstage)

Layers of Jane 
Austen! – with Jenny 
Colquhoun (and 
Freddie) 3.30pm 
(duration 1 hour)

Petticoats, stays, drawers, corsets, 
pantaloons, chemise, shifts and let’s not 
forget the bustle! Come and participate in a 
light hearted whimsical discussion about what 
might, or might not have been, worn under 
ladies’ dresses, even Jane’s, in the early part 
of the 18th Century.

Tickets: £8

Festival 
    2019
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Based on archive records and first person 
testimonies, this powerful performance explores 
the lives and stories of real people affected by shell 
shock in the First World War and juxtaposes these 
with tales of modern day veterans. Relive the moving 
stories of drivers, doctors and mothers as Spaniel In 
The Works Theatre Company brings these unique 
and personal tales to life.  

“A moving, emotional and gripping performance on 
the reality of war!"

Wednesday 25th - Saturday 28th September 7.30pm  
Matinee Saturday 28th September 2.30pm
Bath Operatic and Drama Society presents

A Streetcar Named Desire
by Tennessee Williams

A Streetcar Named Desire is Williams’ most popular 
play and is also admired as one of the finest plays of 
the 20th Century. 

The play dramatises the life of Blanche DuBois, a 
Southern-belle who, after encountering a series of 
personal losses, leaves her aristocratic background 
seeking refuge with her sister, Stella and brother-in-
law, Stanley Kowalski, in a dilapidated New Orleans 
tenement. Blanche is disdainful of the cramped 
quarters of the Kowalskis’ two-room apartment 
and its location - a noisy, diverse, working-class 
neighbourhood.

Blanche’s social condescension wins her the instant 
dislike of Stanley, who immediately distrusts Blanche 
and suspects her of having cheated Stella out of 
her share of the family inheritance. In the process of 
defending herself, Blanche reveals that Belle Reve 
- their family home - was lost due to a foreclosed 
mortgage, a disclosure that signifies her financial 
circumstances. Blanche’s heavy drinking, which she 
attempts to conceal, and her flirtatious presence 
causes problems leading to even greater conflict in 
the Kowalski household. 

Please note this performance refers to themes of an 
adult nature.

Tickets £12 (no concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Friday 4th - Saturday 5th October 7.30pm 
Spaniel In The Works presents

War In Mind
by John Bassett 

Wednesday 2nd - Thursday 3rd October   8pm 
Shakespeare Live presents  

The Dogs of War 
devised by Philip Perry from the works of William Shakespeare 

Tickets £12 (no concs) 
TicketSource.co.uk/shakespearelive 

www.shakespearelive.com 07780938107 

£10 (no concs)  
Available from www.spanielworks.co.uk 

Bath Box Office 01225 463362  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 

England at war; royal families in conflict and 
petty dynastic squabbles plunge the country into 
bloodshed.

Using Shakespeare's words, The Dogs of War tells of 
hubris, bravery, stupidity, love and loss.

A long-established amateur company in Wiltshire, 
Shakespeare Live always maintain the highest 
possible production values.
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Thursday 10th - Saturday 12th October  7.30pm 
The Scullions Neoterics present 

IN LIMBO 
Written and Devised by the company

The door is locked, the room is bare and there is 
no way out. Three people from different walks of 
life, who have never seen each other before, find 
themselves in this situation. So what do you do? What 
would anyone do? You try and find a way to survive.

The Scullions Neoterics bring an interactive, modern 
story to you with this brand new play in an exciting 
and immersive production. Learn the secrets they 
hold deep and the lengths we go to in desperate 
times to get what we desire. What we hold dearest 
becomes meaningless when we’re faced with those 
that would torment us and we’ve all the time in the 
world.

A brand new company to exist in unison with The 
Scullions, The Scullions Neoterics seek to take the 
passion, drive and energy of its sister company to the 
world in a wider variety of work, both contemporary 
and modern. The company's debut production 
Autobahn was a huge success and just the beginning 
of what this up and coming company have planned.

"The acting talent of this young company was 
remarkable, with no weak link in [the] cast." - The 
Swindon Advertiser on Autobahn.

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Friday 18th - Saturday 19th October  7.30pm 
Downpour Theatre presents 

Macbeth
by William Shakespeare 

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/downpour-theatre-company

“Stars, hide your fires; Let not light see my black and 
deep desires.” 

Downpour Theatre Company presents one of 
Shakespeare's most popular and well-known            
tragedies: Macbeth. 

Set in a bleak, dystopian land, Macbeth paints a 
nightmarish picture of what can happen when dark 
elemental forces corrupt the mind with ambition and 
greed. As the victorious Macbeth returns home from 
a bloody civil war, he encounters three witches who 
offer him fantastical prophecies of his impending 
greatness. Spurred on by these supernatural beings, 
and the mortal politicking of his overly-ambitious wife, 
Macbeth, a once respected and loyal Thane, is driven 
to murder his king. Haunted by guilt and paranoia, 
Macbeth and his wife are set on a bloody path that 
will ultimately lead to their destruction.

Conveyed using poetry of unsurpassed beauty 
and power, this 400 year-old dark, psychological 
Shakespeare thriller is as enthralling today, as when 
it was written.

Please note this production is not suitable for 
children under 10.
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Wednesday 6th November  7.30pm  

A Night at the Musicals 
with Classic Brit Award Nominee  
Thomas Cameron

Thomas Cameron is a charismatic English tenor 
whose powerful voice is making waves in the world 
of classical music. His first three singles, ‘Bring Him 
Home’, ‘Nothing Lasts Forever’ and ‘Music of the 
Night’, taken from his beautiful debut album: ‘The 
Voice of Thomas Cameron’, have been met with 
critical acclaim and great enthusiasm from his fan 
base.

Thomas was featured on BBC television where they 
described him as "wowing the music world",  
a statement fully endorsed by his nominations for  
The Best In Music Award 2019 and the 2018 Classic 
Brit Awards.

With his inimitable personality and performing a 
number of well-loved songs from his debut album, 
along with a new repertoire, Thomas is sure to please 
many tastes and gives a very special performance to 
remember.

"Already wowing the Music World" - BBC One

"The room fell silent and chins were hitting tables left, 
right and centre" - Professional Music Reviewer

Tickets £15 (£12 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Tues 29th October - Sat 2nd November  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 2nd November 2pm
Next Stage Youth presents

Tom’s Midnight Garden
by Philippa Pearce, adapted for the stage by David Wood

“Dear Peter, something interesting and out of the 
ordinary has happened. Last night it was really, really 
late. All quiet and still. I lay awake as usual and 
suddenly the old grandfather clock struck 13!”  
(Tom, Act I)

It’s the 1950’s and Tom has been sent away in 
quarantine to stay in his Aunt and Uncle’s old house 
whilst his brother, Peter, recovers from measles. 
Bored and resentful, Tom is anxious to return home 
until, one night when the clock strikes 13, he slips 
out of bed and opening the garden door steps into a 
beautiful 1880’s Victorian garden. Excitedly exploring 
this new world, Tom discovers that he is invisible to 
its occupants apart from a little girl called Hatty. A 
special friendship develops between the pair as they 
share fun and adventures together in the magical 
garden. 

To celebrate its Silver Anniversary the current youth 
company hope that its staging of Tom’s Midnight 
Garden will be a memorable 25th 
Birthday show. We anticipate that the 
play, staged in the Autumn half-term, 
will be a sell-out for all to enjoy. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
NEXT STAGE YOUTH!

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Students/job-seekers Tickets £5  
‘Pay what it’s Worth’ Saturday Matinee  
Tickets £1 to book a seat 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk  
email nextstagebath@aol.com  
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600
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Tickets £15 (£12 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Friday 8th November  7.30pm  

Eva Cassidy: The Story 
by Elsa Jean McTaggart

Saturday 9th November 2.30pm  
Elsa Jean McTaggart presents 

McTaggart Sisters
featuring Elsa Jean McTaggart and Miss Irenie Rose

Tickets £10 (no concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

The McTaggart sisters, Elsa Jean McTaggart and her 
younger sister Miss Irenie Rose perform in a fusion of 
blood harmonies, original arrangements and stunning 
vocals. This is a rare opportunity to hear these 
two highly-acclaimed singers/song-writers/multi-
instrumentalists perform. 

The incredibly gifted sister-duo has that ‘Je ne sais 
quoi’ that you can’t quite put your finger on. Whilst 
they have talent by the bucket load, their music 
comes from a special place so much deeper than 
simply sound and technique… something you can 
only experience through their live performances.

As two of eleven siblings, with fifteen years between 
them, the pair bring musical riches and stories from 
different eras, combining and entwining effortless 
finger-picking and looping layers of vocals and 
guitar. The songs are inspired by the work and titles 
of William McTaggart, the renowned Scottish artist – 
who also happens to be their great grandfather! 

Don’t miss this delightful duo!

Back by popular demand! A portrayal of the life of  
Eva Cassidy through video, voice and song presented 
by Elsa Jean McTaggart. A tribute to her all-time 
favourite artist, Elsa’s melodic voice and guitar, plus 
piano accompaniment, bring alive the essence of 
Eva. Throughout an evening of song, images and 
narrative, the beautiful, yet tragic, story of one of the 
world’s most iconic voices unfolds. 

Eva Cassidy’s wistful and emotional vocals and 
beautiful guitar playing had the power to move 
audiences through her interpretation of well-known 
songs until her untimely death at the age of 33. Elsa 
has devised this very special show to pay homage 
to a true interpreter of song. Elsa’s voice has been 
described as “smooth as velvet... sultry” (Joe 
Simmons, Edinburgh Tonight) and “One of these very 
few people with a distinctive enough voice to do the 
music and songs of Eva Cassidy justice.” (Tom King, 
Southside Advertiser).

Eva Cassidy: The Story is a deeply personal, poignant 
tribute by Elsa to an inspirational voice and an 
incredibly talented musician who was discovered by 
the world tragically late.

Tickets £10 (no concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk
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Wednesday 13th - Saturday 16th November 7.45pm 
Platform 8 Productions present

Enlightenment
by Shelagh Stephenson

Lia and Nick anxiously await news of their son 
Adam who has not been heard from since a 
terrorist bomb in the Far East where he has been 
travelling. Desperate and disorientated by her son’s 
disappearance, and not able to face the reality 
that he could be dead, Lia seeks help from an 
unconvincing psychic and is reluctant when a pushy 
TV producer proposes a film about missing persons. 

This mystery can puzzle and tease your brain. Is 
Adam alive? If so, why hasn’t he made contact? Then, 
out of the blue they hear of a backpacker who has 
lost his memory in a Thai hospital...

Enlightenment is a powerful study of parental grief 
and hope amidst uncertainty. A mystery thriller that is 
a complete contrast to Platform 8’s previous sell-out 
production of Season’s Greetings last November. 
Don’t miss it!

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/platform-8  

Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Saturday 9th November  7.30pm 
Miss Irenie Rose presents

Joan Baez: A Tribute

Having been dubbed a similar vocalist to Joan Baez, 
Miss Irenie Rose presents a concert celebrating this 
well-loved artist. A giant of the folk world, Joan Baez's 
music has spanned the generations and hers is a 
landmark name. 

Choosing a selection of the universally acclaimed 
songs, Irenie is bringing a taste of Joan Baez to 
the stage. For those who have seen Joan Baez in 
concert, and for those who haven't, this is a great 
opportunity to indulge in melodic nostalgia and hear 
a bit about the great singer's life. 

From the Isle of Lewis, Miss Irenie Rose is a popular 
artist in her own right. She has toured the country and 
abroad, appeared on national radio and television 
stations, played at festivals of international renown 
and supported some well-known artists. 

This show is sure to be a treat for the ears. 

"Miss Irenie Rose has a particularly ethereal, 
otherworldly charm." Sarah McMullan, Pop Cop

Tickets £10 (No concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk
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Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Students/job-seekers Tickets £5  
‘Pay what it’s Worth’ Saturday Matinee  
Tickets £1 to book a seat 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
online www.missiontheatre.co.uk  
email nextstagebath@aol.com  
For an extra £1, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/platform-8  

Bath Box Office 01225 463362 
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Tuesday 26th - Saturday 30th November 7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 30th November 2pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

Woman In Mind  
by Alan Ayckbourn

Tuesday 3rd - Saturday 7th December  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 7th December 2pm 
Bath Gilbert and Sullivan Society presents

Iolanthe
by W.S. Gilbert & Arthur Sullivan  

Tickets £13 (£7 children) 
Bath G&S Ticket Secretary 01225 400295  

Bath Box Office 01225 463362  
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Award-winning Bath G&S Society returns to The 
Mission Theatre with a sparkling festive production 
of what many people regard as the most perfect of 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s collaborations – Iolanthe.   

It’s the night before Christmas, the Lord Chancellor’s 
country manor falls silent. In the beautifully decked 
entrance hall, the Fairy Queen summons the fairies 
from far and wide to descend from the top of their 
Christmas trees for the annual festive celebrations. 
For one fairy, this Christmas will be particularly 
eventful. Iolanthe, banished from fairyland for 
marrying a mortal, is pardoned and reunited with her 
son Strephon. With the Peers arriving soon after their 
Boxing Day shoot to woo Phyllis, Strephon’s secret 
lover, what mischief will ensue? Politics intervenes 
and the fairies head off to Parliament to do battle with 
the Peers…who will win?

Sullivan’s wonderfully tuneful score is full of 
Mendelssohnian and Wagnerian touches from 
the rousing ‘March of the Peers’ to the famous 
‘Nightmare Song’. Together with Gilbert’s brilliantly 
witty script and lyrics this will be an undoubted 
seasonal treat for all the family!   

Susan - middle-aged and married to Gerald, a fusty, 
self-absorbed Vicar - treads on a rake and knocks 
herself out. A slightly ineffectual Doctor - Bill Windsor 
- is summoned and, suspecting concussion, he orders 
Susan to rest whilst Gerald, and his waspish sister 
Muriel, look after her. 

So far, so predictable - Alan Ayckbourn in familiar 
suburban territory with middle-class families, 
embroiled in middle-class lives and values. But this 
clever, thought-provoking and ultimately sobering 
play has a twist. To escape from her routine and 
mundane life, Susan invents an imaginary family. 
However, as Susan's concussion worsens her life 
begins to run out of control and soon real and 
imaginary worlds collide, with disastrous results.

Directed by Ann Ellison BEM and performed in-the-
round by an outstanding cast of Next Stage actors, 
headed by Caroline Groom as Susan, Woman in Mind 
will be a fitting conclusion to Next Stage's exciting 
year of Birthday productions and  
a tribute to its patron - Sir Alan 
Ayckbourn.
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Drama Llama Productions brings Nigel Holme’s 
adaptation of the well-loved panto Aladdin to The 
Mission Theatre. When Aladdin stumbles across a 
magic lamp, he is greeted by a genie whose powers 
he uses to defeat the evil Abanazar and hopefully 
save the beautiful Princess Jazmine with whom he 
has fallen in love.

Perfect for all of the family, come along this festive 
season and join Aladdin on his magical adventures in 
this side-splitting panto.

Friday 13th - Sunday 15th December  1.30pm & 7pm
Drama Llama Productions presents 

Aladdin  
by Nigel Holmes 

Sunday 8th - Tuesday 10th December  7.30pm 
Neil McGarry presents 

A Christmas Carol  
by Charles Dickens

Tickets £10 (£7 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 

Using only Charles Dickens’ original text, Neil McGarry 
delivers a riveting performance of this classic Dickens’ 
story and, somehow, makes you believe you’re 
watching a full company of players. Fully staged, 
complete with dancing, this one-man tour de force has 
left critics and audiences laughing and crying with joy - 
and rightly so. Simultaneously moving and entertaining, 
the result is a kaleidoscope of action, humour and 
language, delivered with a simplicity that disarms and 
touches the heart.

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362 

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 

Tickets £12.50 (£10.50 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600  
Online www.missiontheatre.co.uk

The Mission Theatre’s  
15th Birthday

Russia, 1938, and the all-powerful dictator Stalin has 
an idea. He wants someone to write a biography of 
his heroic career - and who better than his favourite 
author, Mikhail Bulgakov? The trouble is, Bulgakov 
is so terrified he can’t write - so Stalin makes a 
suggestion: “I’ll do the script, you run the country.” 
That’s the premise, based on an actual historical 
event, behind Hodge’s surreal black-comedy. The play 
earned Hodge the Olivier Award for best new play and 
promises to be a rare chance to see a modern classic.

Tuesday 21st - Saturday 25th January 2020 7.30pm
Matinee Saturday 25th January 2pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

Collaborators by John Hodge  

The Mission Theatre is 15 years old on January 
24th 2020. In the last fifteen years this intimate and 
versatile performance space, nestling in Corn Street, 
has built up a formidable reputation presenting, in 
its tardis-like interior, a wealth of drama, concerts, 
festivals, musicals, youth work, dance, opera, variety 
shows, magic, talks, ballet and pantomime for the 
people of Bath and beyond. With resident company 
Next Stage flying the flag of excellence in over 100 
productions, and with ticket prices for all events kept 
to realistic levels, The Mission Theatre is a community 
asset enjoyed by all. 

HAPPY 15th BIRTHDAY  
to The Mission Theatre! 

We regret that Drama Llama have 
cancelled this production
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Design Service Comb Bound Booklets  Folders 
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Postcards A Boards LITHO PRINTING 
Wire Bound Booklets Brochures Menus   
Invitations Programmes Laminating   
Colour and Black and White Photocopying
Price Lists DIGITAL PRINTING       
POS Printing Business Cards Posters 
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PRINTING
AND DESIGN

Proud to design The Mission Theatre programme since 2009

PRINT | WEB | BRANDINGVIDEO | SOCIAL | DIGITAL

07828 077983 
www.blankcanvasdesigns.co.uk

The Mission Theatre is delighted to celebrate its 
ongoing partnership with The Secret Gardens, now 

providing beautiful flowers for our theatre Foyer

The Secret Gardens, 
based in Bath Spa train 
station, is a family run, 
independent, boutique 
specialising in bespoke 
floristry, plants and 
arrangements. 

We are the exclusive 
partner within the UK 
for Granado, Brazil’s 
luxury pharmaceutical 
brand. 

Proudly catering for 
weddings, events and 
businesses within the 
local area and beyond. 

Call, email or come and see us at The Secret Gardens, 
located in the Old Lift Room at Bath Spa Railway Station.

10am - 8pm 
or by Appointment: 
07799644914 
b@thesecretgardens.co

Useful  
Information

The Mission Theatre’s bar and box office 
open 45 minutes before the start of an event. 
Any pre-ordered or remaining tickets can be 
collected at this time.

Parking 
Avon Street Car Park is opposite the theatre 
and the Riverside Coach Drop-off is at the 
end of Corn Street. Car parks on either side 
of the building are private and not available 
to theatre-goers.

Public Transport 
Bath Spa train and bus stations are within 
three minutes walk.

Disabled Access 
The Main Auditorium has full disabled access  
and facilities.

Bars 
Before most shows and events the theatre 
operates two fully-licensed bars. One is 
located in The Theatre Upstairs and the other 
is in the Main Auditorium downstairs. Cold 
drinks and ice creams can be purchased and 
taken into the theatre, whilst hot drinks and 
food are consumed upstairs.

The Mission Theatre 
32 Corn Street, Bath BA1 1UF 

01225 428600    nextstagebath@aol.com 
www.missiontheatre.co.uk

   ‘The Mission Theatre’         
   @mission_theatre

Avon Street
Car Park 
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The Glass Menagerie  3-7 Sep  7.30pm 

The Glass Menagerie  7 Sep  2pm

Next Stage Youth Enrolment  8 Sep  4.30-6pm

Howl  10-14 Sep  7.30pm 

Create your own reticule 17 Sep 10am

Be More Jane 17 Sep 10.30am

‘A tendency to some particular evil’ 17 Sep 12.15pm

‘To be fond of dancing...’ 17 Sep 2pm

‘The honours of the table’ 17 Sep 8pm

Create your own bonnet or turban 18 Sep 10am

Morning call 18 Sep 10.30am

Lady Susan 18 Sep 2.30pm & 8pm

Create your own reticule 19 Sep 10am

Create your own bonnet or turban 19 Sep 12.45pm

Layers of Jane Austen! 19 Sep 3.30pm

Bad girls and bonnets 19 Sep 7.30pm

Acting Masterclass 20 Sep 11am

Adapting Austen 20 Sep 3.45pm

What matters in Jane Austen? 21 Sep 11am

Yours, Jane Austen  21 Sep 3pm

Cheer from Chawton 21 Sep 8pm 

A Streetcar Named Desire 25-28 Sep 7.30pm   

A Streetcar Named Desire 28 Sep 2.30pm

The Dogs of War 2-3 Oct 8pm

War in Mind 4-5 Oct 7.30pm

In Limbo 10-12 Oct 7.30pm 

Macbeth 18-19 Oct 7.30pm

Tom’s Midnight Garden 29 Oct-2 Nov 7.30pm  

Tom’s Midnight Garden 2 Nov 2pm 

A Night at The Musicals 6 Nov 7.30pm  

Eva Cassidy ‘The Story’ 8 Nov 7.30pm

McTaggart Sisters 9 Nov 2.30pm 

Joan Baez: A Tribute 9 Nov  7.30pm 

Enlightenment 13-16 Nov 7.45pm

Woman In Mind  26-30 Nov 7.30pm 

Woman In Mind  30 Nov 2pm

Iolanthe 3-7 Dec 7.30pm 

Iolanthe 7 Dec 2pm 

A Christmas Carol 8-10 Dec  7.30pm

Aladdin - CANCELLED 13-15 Dec  1.30pm 

Aladdin - CANCELLED 13-15 Dec 7pm


