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New brochure
Welcome to our fabulous new-look brochure showcasing four months of fantastic entertainment 
at The Mission Theatre. I hope you like the new design and appearance of our brochure and find 
it easy to use and read. Please give us any feedback you can, all thoughts and suggestions are 
welcome via email, our Facebook and Twitter pages, or the form on our new website.

New website
Alongside our new brochure, I am delighted to announce the launch of our re-designed website. Do 
take a moment to check it out at www.missiontheatre.co.uk. As always, you will find on the website 
more images and information about all the shows in our forthcoming season.

New season
A wealth of exciting theatre, music, comedy, dance and literary offerings await you this autumn at 
The Mission Theatre. Tickets for most shows can be purchased from the Bath Box Office, but please 
check carefully on the following pages the individual ticketing information for each event. Tickets for 
all Next Stage productions can be purchased directly from the Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600 
as well as the Bath Box Office.

New and old Friends
Our Friends scheme FONS - Friends of Next Stage at The Mission Theatre - has proved extremely 
popular in the last year and we invite old and new patrons to join us in 2016/2017. 

For a £50 annual subscription, we offer our FONS members the following privileges:

1. Priority booking throughout the year for any 
Next Stage or Next Stage Youth production

2. A reserved seat (worth £1) at any Next Stage 
or Next Stage Youth production

3. A free programme (worth £1.50) at any Next 
Stage or Next Stage Youth production

4. An invitation to three pre-season launch 
events throughout the year.

Please help our work at The Mission Theatre by becoming a Friend - simply complete the form on 
the Sponsorship page of our new website.

New in 2017
Look out for a cracking start to the New Year, with Next Stage’s much-anticipated production of Alan 
Bennett’s hilarious play: Habeas Corpus. A large, talented cast of Next Stage actors take to the 
stage in January to dispel the post-Christmas blues and bring you this riotous romp in-the-round.

Looking further ahead, a highlight of the Spring season will be Next Stage Youth’s 
production of Charles Dickens’ Great Expectations. This version of one of Dickens’ 
most popular novels was adapted for the Royal Shakespeare Company and is a 
powerful and compelling re-telling of the story of Pip, Estella and the formidable 
Miss Havisham. 

I look forward to welcoming you to The Mission Theatre during our Autumn Season.

Ann Ellison BEM 
Artistic Director, The Mission Theatre Cover Image: Degrees of Error with  Murder She Didn’t Write 

Thursday 13th - Saturday 15th October 7.30pm   P10
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The Mission Theatre’s Main Auditorium, The 
Theatre Upstairs, or both performance spaces, 
can be hired for the presentation of performing 
arts, corporate events and training, conferences 
and festivals. 

The Mission Theatre’s Main Auditorium is a 
versatile space with a multitude of different layout 
options - from a full capacity audience of 150 for 
end-on presentation, to an intimate 100-seater 
theatre-in-the-round. The Theatre Upstairs is also 
extremely flexible and is perfect for individual 
performers, small-scale productions, musicians, 
poets, interest groups, meetings, talks and 
presentations. 

Visit our website www.missiontheatre.co.uk 
for more information and images of the many 
different ways each of these spaces can be used.

The available hire periods are:  
a) 9am-5pm, b) 5-11pm, c) 10am-11pm. 

To make an enquiry or place a booking please 
contact Ann Ellison Artistic Director or Lydia Cook 
Theatre Manager on 01225 428600 or email: 
nextstagebath@aol.com.

Welcoming youngsters of all abilities with no audition 
or pre-selection process, Next Stage Youth is one of 
Bath’s leading theatrical youth companies.

Rehearsing in three, 10 week terms per year, and with 
the advantage of their own theatrical space at The 
Mission Theatre, NSYouthers usually stage one or two 
main productions a year.

Next Stage Youth places emphasis on performance 
as a means to enhance teamwork, build self-
confidence and provide a professional grounding 
in theatre arts. Anyone aged between 11 and 18 
is welcome and Next Stage has a policy of using 
NSYouthers whenever possible in adult productions.

Next Stage Youth meets on Sundays 4.30-6pm at The 
Mission Theatre. During the Autumn term, members 
of NSY will be working on a production of The Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s version of Charles Dickens’ 
Great Expectations, to be performed in the February 
half-term 2017. If you wish to become a part of the 
company and the cast of this play, please call 01225 
428600 or email nextstagebath@aol.com to register 
your interest. 

The term begins on Sunday 11th September 2016. 
More information and images to be found at  
www.next-stage.co.uk.

Next Stage Youthers pay just £120  
per 10-week term.

Newcomers are invited to join us 
for two taster sessions at £12 each, 

which can be paid for on arrival 
each Sunday.

NSY enrolment: Sunday 11th September 4.30-6pm

Next Stage Youth

“I may forget who you are. I may bring other women 
here, to this place, and I may tell them I love them, and 
make love to them. But they will be imposters. And I will 
be a ghost. Because it means I will have lost you.” 

A haunting and mesmerising love story, The River is 
another compelling piece of theatre brought to us by 
Jez Butterworth - the author of Jerusalem.

A man is on a fishing trip and has brought the woman 
he loves to be with him in a cabin beside a river. But, 
like the ebb and flow of the water, and the flash and 
vanish of the elusive trout, the story twists and weaves 
and at the very moment we think we have grasped and 
understood the man and woman’s love affair, we find it’s 
all pulled from our grasp as one reality evaporates and 
another, even more seductive one, is put before us.

Jez Butterworth’s plays are infused with beautiful, poetic 
images. In The River, he has created a bewitching story 
in which the fisherman’s love affair with the secretive 

trout eluding him in the watery depths is likened to the 
elusive and transitory nature of human love. 

Nicky Wilkins (Troy in Jerusalem 2012) is joined by Hayley 
Fitton-Cook (Di in Four Minutes Twelve Seconds 2016) 
and Hannah Smyth (Catharine in Suddenly Last Summer 
2016) to bring this gripping in-the-round Bath premiere to 
The Mission Theatre. 

After each performance, the audience will be invited to 
join the cast for an informal discussion about the play. 

“This intimate three-hander unfolds like a tantalising 
cross between a piece of deeply felt poetry and a 
sleight-of-hand puzzle.”  
Paul Taylor, The Independent 2012

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600   

email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362   

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra pound, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tuesday 6th - Saturday 10th September  7.30pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

The River
by Jez Butterworth

The Theatre Upstairs

www.next-stage.co.uk

  Next Stage Theatre 
Company

Hiring The Mission 
Theatre The Main Auditorium
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Jane Austen’s Wardrobe – 
12.45pm (duration 1½ hours)

What did Jane Austen wear? Period costume 
expert Amy-Nichole discusses clothing known to 
have belonged to the writer and guides us through 
the layers of a Regency Lady’s wardrobe, from 
chemise and corset to evening dress and essential 
accessories. Also includes tips and tricks to looking 
good in your own costume.

Tickets: £12

Bath’s Hidden 
Georgian Gem – 
Cleveland Pools - 5pm 
(duration 1 hour)

Cleveland Pools is the country’s 
only surviving Georgian lido, hidden away in Bath, 
on the banks of the River Avon. Once a welcome 
respite from the heat of the city in the summer, it 
was a firm favourite with locals and visitors alike 
until it closed in 1984. Cleveland Pools trustee 
Sally Helvey talks about their intriguing social 
history and shares secrets and stories about this 
remarkable pool.

Tickets: £8

An Austen Regency 
Christmas – with Mr 
Adams – 8pm (duration 
1½ hours with interval)

There WAS a Christmas before 
the Victorians… and Samuel Adams, the Butler in 
a grand Regency House, will delight in telling you 
all about it! Christmas was, for the ‘upper-levels’ 
in society, a quiet time spent with friends and 
family, enjoying good food and wine. It was for 
the ‘lesser sort’ to maintain the old traditions. 
Hear of decorations, carolling, fun and games! 
The performance is supported by a range of period-
accurate items and complemented by a series of 
readings that tell of the very essence of a Georgian 
Christmas.

Tickets: £12

Your concerto, Miss Austen! – 
Music recital – 12noon  
(duration 1½ hours) 

Fetch the bonnet, the gloves and the opera 
glasses to enjoy a most agreeable selection of 
the newest romantic concertos and belcanto 
arias – masterpieces of stunning virtuosity clad in 
exquisite modesty. The Danish trio Strings of Joy 
sing and play a programme of music by Beethoven, 
Schubert, Bellini and others. The family trio consists 
of Anna on cello, Giuly on violin and soprano Maria 
Johannsen. 

Tickets: £10

Jane Austen at 
Home – Theatrical 
performance – 
7.30pm (duration 1¾ 
hours with interval)

This one woman show, consisting entirely of Jane 
Austen’s words, celebrates the variety and wit of 
her writings. Experience the attitudes, imagination 
and sensations of the early 19th Century through 
her perceptive observations. Performed by actress 
Hannah Lee - equally skilled in presenting absurd 
male characters as female favourites.

Tickets: £14

‘A clergyman has nothing to do…’  
– Talk – 12.30pm (duration 1 hour)

What did a Regency clergyman do with his time? 
What is the difference between a rector and a vicar? 
What is a ‘living’ and why were they so hard to live 
on? A talk for anyone perplexed by the vagaries of 
the Church in Jane Austen’s world. Join Lynette White 
for an exploration of all things Church with particular 
emphasis on the many and varied churchmen in 
Austen’s life and novels.

Tickets: £8

A Milliner’s Tale – Hats 
on the screen – 3.30pm 
(duration 1 hour)

Jo Willis learnt her trade working for 
Cosprop, one of the world’s leading 

costumiers to film, television and theatre. Her film 
and TV work includes working with designer Jenny 
Beavan for the film Sense & Sensibility and the ITV 
dramatization of Emma. Talking about the collaborative 
process between designer and maker, Jo will show 
examples of the bonnets and caps she has made and 
the materials she has used.

Tickets: £8

The Art of Social Grace: 
A Lesson in Etiquette 
plus Pride & Prejudice 
and Zombies – 7pm 
(duration 2 hours with interval)

Part The First - If you are in ‘town’ for the Season and 
entertain a concern as to the poise and social grace 
required for Regency Society in Bath, then Fear Not! 
This presentation is a practical ‘lesson’, please bring 
your fan, walking cane or other such items about which 
you desire instruction.

Part The Second - Purists may loath it, but there can 
be little doubt as to the appeal of Pride and Prejudice 
and Zombies. Hear ‘behind the scenes’ stories from the 
film sets and of the trials and tribulations of bringing 
authenticity to this most challenging of productions.

Tickets: £12

‘Oh, who can ever be tired of Bath?’ 
– Dr Rose McCormack – 11am 
(duration 1 hour)

A fascinating insight into female spa-visiting in 
Georgian and Regency Bath. In Northanger Abbey Jane 
portrays Bath as an exciting city in which women found 
access to a world of urban pleasures. Using the letters 
and diaries of elite and middling women and looking at 
all aspects of the spa experience from bathing to balls, 
this talk explores what it was really like for women to 
visit Bath in the Georgian and Regency periods.

Tickets: £8

The Discomforts of 
Bath! – Presentation – 
3pm (duration 1 hour)

Join us for a light hearted look at 
the less pleasant side of fashionable 

18th Century Bath, with Chair-men, chamber pots, 
death and disaster. Who came, why they came and 
what they did here will be explored as guide Dickon 
Povey entertains us with an amusing and enlightening 
collection of rumours, reports and anecdotes. Not for 
the faint-hearted! 

Tickets: £8

Pride and Prejudice – the Musical 
– Matinee 2pm  
(performance duration 2½ hours with interval)

Revel in this new musical adaptation created 
especially for the Festival by Tin Roof Productions. 
You will delight in the lively staging of this much 
loved story in which love wins, with lots of laughter, 
singing and English Country Dancing along the 
way. Gorgeous costumes, original songs and an 
international cast from the USA, Canada and New 
Zealand. From the creative team who brought you 
Sense & Sensibility a Musical in 2012.

Tickets: £15

 

Pride and Prejudice – 
the Musical – Evening 
8pm (performance duration 
2½ hours with interval) 

Revel in this new musical adaptation created 
especially for the Festival by Tin Roof Productions. 
You will delight in the lively staging of this much 
loved story in which love wins, with lots of laughter, 
singing and English Country Dancing along the 
way. Gorgeous costumes, original songs and an 
international cast from the USA, Canada and New 
Zealand. From the creative team who brought you 
Sense & Sensibility a Musical in 2012.

Tickets: £15

Let’s Talk Sense! –  
with John Mullan – 11.30am 
(duration 1½ hours)

John Mullan is Professor of English at University 
College London and has taught Austen for over 25 
years. His book ‘What Matters in Jane Austen?’ and 
his experience and love of the writer’s work, make 
John Mullan well qualified to lead this discussion 
on Austen’s first published novel Sense and 
Sensibility. Back by popular demand and a Festival 
favourite, this is an event not to be missed. 

Tickets: £12

A Regency Christmas  
in the Festive Drawing 
Room – Recital  
– 3.30pm (duration  
1½ hours with interval)

Spend the afternoon in an elegantly festive 
atmosphere with the Dodici Corde Guitar duo and 
friends as they offer a rare glimpse of Christmas 
entertainment in the Regency drawing room. 
Danielle Saxon Reeves and Mark Willetts perform 
seasonal music on original antique instruments 
with suitably festive readings from David Plant 
and carols from soprano Catherine Lander. An 
unmissable opportunity to experience the intimacy 
and charm of a Regency Yuletide. 

Tickets: £12

An Austen Dilemma! 
– Improvised 
theatrical – 8pm 
(duration 1 hour)

 
Jane Austen has been told that her novel Pride and 
Prejudice is too long and that it needs to lose at 
least one character. The problem is which one can 
the novel do without? Austen has narrowed the list 
to three, Mrs Bennet, Lydia Bennet and Mr Collins, 
who will be interviewed in front of a live audience. 
Which one do you think deserves to stay? This 
brand new piece is performed by the award-
winning Bath-based Natural Theatre Company.

Tickets: £16

Thursday 15th September Friday 16th September Saturday 17th SeptemberMonday 12th September Tuesday 13th September Wednesday 14th September

FESTIVAL TIME

The 16th Jane Austen
Festival 2016 www.janeaustenfestivalbath.co.uk

Tickets for all The Jane Austen Festival events from 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  

online at  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Please note there are no concession tickets

The Green Room Bistro will be open 
during The Jane Austen Festival before 
and after events serving a selection of 
tasty lunches, suppers, light snacks, 
delicious cakes and tantalising ice creams. 

FESTIVAL TIME
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Dean Friedman first delighted UK and Ireland audiences 
with his chart-topping hit, Lucky Stars. The now classic 
single, paved the way for a run of hits from Friedman’s 
critically acclaimed album, “Well, Well” Said the 
Rocking Chair, including familiar tracks, Lydia, Rocking 
Chair, Woman of Mine, McDonald’s Girl and Ariel. In 
a very short time, Friedman had achieved legendary, 
pop-icon status, and was acknowledged by critics and 
fans alike as one of the finest singer/songwriters of his 
generation.

Pursuing his career as a truly independent artist 
Friedman has earned a loyal, international following with 
his insightful and compelling, true-to-life ‘story songs’. 
Songs like Saturday Fathers, Jennifer’s Baby, Where 
Have All the Angels Flown? Under the Weather and It’s 
My Job. These have prompted enthusiastic audiences 
to proclaim his songs as ‘the soundtrack to their lives’, 
dealing as they do with family, friends, neighbours, work 

and the seemingly trivial, yet ultimately compelling, stuff 
of everyday life. 

Friedman will be performing songs from his three-decade 
career, including familiar radio hits and fan favourites. 
Invite family and friends and join Friedman for an 
evening of powerful, poignant and hilarious songs about 
the ordinary and extraordinary lives we share.

“An amazing Talent!” - Sun

“Outstanding!” - Record Business

“Songsmith extraordinaire!” - Music Week

“Absolutely Fabulous!” - Hot Press

“Pop troubadour of choice!” - Scotsman 

“Dean Friedman is entirely unique and utterly brilliant”  
– ThreeWeeks.

Tickets £25 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600   

email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362   

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra pound, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

 @DeanFriedman

www.deanfriedman.com

Friday 23rd September 8pm

Dean Friedman
In concert

Harry wants to be a Knight - but his family want him to 
clean their shields.

Harry’s horse Oats wants to be brave - but faints if there 
is danger.

Eric the Dragon is fierce - but he’s in a lot of pain.

Can Harry become a Knight? Will Oats become brave? 
Will Eric get better?

Why not come along to this hilarious Next Stage 
production and find out all the answers?

Local author John Mclay, playwright Tom Morris and 
illustrator Martin Brown have collaborated with Next 
Stage Theatre Company’s Artistic Director Ann Ellison in 
bringing The Dragon’s Dentist to the stage for this  
World Premiere! 

In a cacophony of colourful costumes, a whirling of 
wondrous wizards, and a feast of fantastic effects, join 
Sir Dad and Lady Mum as they frolic with their family, 

hinder Harry in his quest to become a Knight, and are 
finally forced to face the mighty dragon, Eric.

The Dragon’s Dentist will be showing at The Mission 
Theatre during the Bath Children’s Literature Festival 
at the early evening time of 6-7pm. It is suitable for 
families, pre-school (4+) and school parties and anyone 
who is young at heart.

Don’t miss this entertaining, fast-paced, fun-packed 
family show.

Tickets £8 (£6 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600   

email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362   

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra pound, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Monday 3rd - Friday 7th October  6pm
Next Stage Theatre Company & Next Stage Youth present

The Dragon’s Dentist
by Tom Morris, adapted from the book by  
John McLay and Martin Brown

www.next-stage.co.uk

  Next Stage Theatre 
Company
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Move over, Sherlock! 

In Degrees of Error’s Murder, She Didn’t Write, YOU 
become the author and watch your very own Agatha 
Christie-inspired masterpiece unfold on stage.

Returning to The Mission Theatre after a highly-
acclaimed and popular run earlier this year as part 
of the Bath Comedy Festival, Degrees of Error allow 
you to unleash your literary prowess to create an 
original and hilarious improvised murder mystery in  
“one of the funniest evenings you’ll have in some 
time” (Ed Fringe Review). The show completely sold 
out its Edinburgh Fringe runs in 2013, 2014, and 2015, 
and comes fresh from a summer tour of Comedy and 
Literature Festivals.

Degrees of Error use your suggestions and evidence 
ideas - one lucky audience-member even chooses 
the murderer and victim - to create a never-before 
seen, unscripted, murder mystery, which promises to 
dazzle, enthral, and delight. A must for all lovers of 
classic crime fiction.

“Unrestrained bursts of joy.”  
★★★★★ Bristol Theatre Review

“By far the best Improv show that I have seen.” 
★★★★★ Inter:Mission

 
www.degreesoferror.com www.notanothertheatrecompany.com

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Degrees of Error Box Office  

www.improvtheatre.co.uk/events

Tickets £10 (£8 concs) 
Not Another Theatre Company Box Office 07549 958833  

www.notanothertheatrecompany.com

Thursday 13th - Saturday 15th October  7.30pm
Degrees of Error presents

Murder, She Didn’t Write

Wednesday 26th - Saturday 29th October  7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 29th  2.30pm 
Not Another Theatre Company presents

Jet Set Go!
The Cabin Crew Musical by Jake Brunger & Pippa Cleary

Dinosaur Cove 
11.45am-12.30pm / £6.50 / H11 / 6+

Love dinosaurs? See this! Chris Jarvis from the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History, home of the first 
described dinosaur ever discovered, reads excerpts 
from the Dinosaur Cove series and will show you the 
fossils he and author Rex Stone examined to get the 
evidence for Rex’s rip-roaring stories.

Beetle Boy 
1.30-2.15pm / £6.50 / H17 / 9+

We love Beetles! So does M.G. Leonard author of 
Beetle Boy, the first book in a series about Darkus and 
his giant beetle called Baxter. Come and learn about 
these incredible creatures and why they’re essential to 
our planet. There’s a beetle expert on hand with some 
real-life critters too!

Zog and the Flying Doctors 
3.45-4.30pm / £6.50 / H26 / 5+

Join bestselling illustrator Axel Scheffler for live drawing 
and storytelling based on family favourites such as Stick 
Man and Superworm. Axel will be drawing characters 
from his books, revealing secrets about his work 
and reading stories such as his new book with Julia 
Donaldson, Zog and the Flying Doctors.

Supported by Bath Spa University Alumni Association

Thunderbirds are Go! 
10.30-11.15am / £5.50 / J3 / 5-9

This is an action-packed session where you can 
learn what it takes to become a legendary member 
of International Rescue. Play games, take part in 
secret missions and hear tales of the illustrious Tracy 
brothers and their courageous battles. Hosted by 
F.A.B. storyteller Liz Fost!

Pip and Posy  
12-12.45pm / £6.50 / J7 / 3-4

Pip and Posy are best friends... most of the time! 
Come and see Gruffalo illustrator Axel Scheffler as 
he introduces their latest adorable adventure... at 
the beach! There’ll be stories and drawing fun for the 
youngest readers. Watch out for an appearance from 
a surprise guest or two!

Supported by Bath Spa University Alumni Association.

Supertato Veggies Assemble 
1.30-2.15pm / £5.50 / J11 / 4+

Sue Hendra and Paul Linnet, the author and 
illustrator of Barry, the Fish with Fingers share their 
latest story about the amazing Supertato. Called in 
to save a supermarket from the reign of terror by the 
evil pea, Supertato must avert disaster – and he’ll 
need all your help!

Phil Earle 
3.15-4pm / £6 / J16 / 9+

Join Phil Earle for a trip down the seemingly ordinary 
Storey Street. After wrestling dads and superhero 
kids, Phil now brings us the heart-warming story of 
Masher – the bully with a backstory. In this engaging, 
hilarious session, Phil reveals what inspires him and 
proves that you can write about anything!

Tickets for all The Bath 
Children’s Literature Festival 
events from Bath Box Office 

01225 463362  
online at bathfestivals.org.uk

1st - 9th October

Sunday 9th OctoberSaturday 8th October

A transatlantic flight filled with larger-than-life 
characters soars to the stage in this high-flying British 
musical comedy written by Jake Brunger and Pippa 
Cleary (The Great British Soap Opera Musical, The 
Secret Diary of Adrian Mole).

Meet the new girl finding her feet in the air, the fiery 
stewardess embarking on a love affair, outrageously 
camp stewards and cocky co-pilots. Filled with laugh-
out-loud comedy, touching moments and catchy 
songs, this vibrant musical, with its sharply-written 
lyrics, charts an assured course between modern 
cynicism for the aviation industry and sporadic 
bursts of flamboyance capturing all the glamour of 
flying’s heyday. 

“This is the final call for all passengers boarding at 
Gate 30 to JFK Airport, New York”. Don’t miss your 
flight, check-in early and grab those tickets before 
they all fly out!

“This delightful, inventive and witty musical is 
a bitchy, campy but essentially tender-hearted 
cocktail.” 
The Daily Telegraph

Contains moderate language and sexual themes 
Recommended audience age 16+.

FESTIVAL TIME
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Between November 3 - 13 2016, Bath Film Festival 
will be bringing their eclectic mix of previews, 
recent releases, F-Rated features, documentaries, 
international films and more to The Mission Theatre. 

This will be the 26th Bath Film Festival, where there 
really is something for everyone.

We are thrilled to feature the festival at The Mission 
Theatre on Friday 4 and Sat 5 November. 

Films will be announced and Priority Booking will 
open on 7 Oct 2016, Regular Booking on 14 Oct 2016.

For FREE priority booking,  
sign up to the festival’s newsletter at 

bathfilmfestival.org.uk 

Friday 4th and Saturday 5th November

Bath Film Festival

Sunday 30th October  7.30pm
Apollo Theatre Company presents

Round the Horne: 50th Anniversary Tour
Original scripts by Barry Took and Marty Feldman
Compiled and directed by Tim Astley

Thursday 3rd November  7.30pm

Hancock’s Half Hour: One Man, Many Voices

For half an hour every Sunday afternoon, audiences 
of up to 15 million people would gather around the 
wireless to listen to Kenneth Horne and his merry crew 
get up to all sorts of mischief. With its infamous movie 
spoofs and hilarious characters Round the Horne was 
one of the biggest and best radio comedy shows of 
all time, and still endures today, 50 years on. So come 
and take a step back in time to the BBC’s Paris Studios 
and experience this comedy classic live.

To celebrate the 60th anniversary of Hancock’s Half 
Hour, written by Ray Galton and Alan Simpson, James 
Hurn – a talented actor and impressionist – will be 
performing three great episodes of Hancock’s half 
hour, voicing the entire cast.

James will be performing the episodes in the style of a 
radio performance in front of a live audience, bringing 
to life the classic days of radio comedy. The original 
recordings were performed by Tony Hancock, Sidney 
James, Hattie Jacques, Bill Kerr and Kenneth Williams. 
With a fabulous array of colourful characters James 
Hurn is one man, many voices. Don’t miss him!

After their recent successful productions of Humble 
Boy and God of Carnage, Platform 8 return to The 
Mission Theatre with this boulevard comedy.

Don’t Dress for Dinner is a frenetic case of mistaken 
identity with more twists than a corkscrew. When 
Jacqueline decides to visit her mother for a few 
days, her husband Bernard sees an opportunity 
for a cosy weekend with his mistress. He invites 
his friend Robert along as his alibi, and hires a 
Cordon Bleu cook to prepare gourmet delights. But 
when Jacqueline realises Robert is coming for a 
visit everything changes! One impossible situation 
leads to another as the hapless friend Robert finds 
himself the target of both amorous attention and 
wrathful vengeance, while Bernard tries desperately 
to salvage a scrap of illicit bliss from the wreckage 
of the weekend. An evening of hilarious confusion 
ensues as Bernard and Robert improvise at 
breakneck speed.

“Hurtling along at the speed of light, this breathtaking 
comedy is a near faultless piece of theatrical 
invention.” 
The Guardian

Discover the truth behind the myth!

No man (or god) can resist Eurydice’s charms – 
except Orpheus, her husband. With the help of a 
snake in the grass, he thinks he’s rid of her for ever 
– until his mother intervenes. In fear of her and for 
his reputation, he embarks on a mission to rescue 
Eurydice from the clutches of Death - which she is 
finding isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.

Meanwhile, on Mount Olympus, the gods are 
revolting and in Hades, the party’s hotting up nicely. 
Who will win Eurydice’s hand – not to mention the 
rest of her – in the end?

Join the Bath G&S Society as we take a trip across 
the English Channel and present four concert 
performances of Offenbach’s most successful 
opera. Following the original run of Orpheus in the 
Underworld, Gilbert and Sullivan were inspired to 
write a series of home-grown British comic operas. 
Packed full of catchy tunes, Orpheus will forever be 
associated with the famous can-can which shocked 
even Paris. Don’t miss all the fun!

A concert performance of this Comic Operetta in three Acts from the 
original by HECTOR CREMIEUX and LUDOVIC HALEVY. New book and 
lyrics by PHIL PARK. Music by JACQUES OFFENBACH. Music adapted 
and arranged by RONALD HANMER. This amateur production by Bath 
Gilbert & Sullivan Society is presented by arrangement with Josef 
Weinberger Ltd.

www.bathgands.co.uk
Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 

Platform 8 Box Office 01225 426039  
platform8tickets@gmail.com 

Bath Box Office 01225 463362  
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Tickets £11 (£9 concs) 
G&S Ticket Secretary on 01225 400295  

or Bath Box Office 01225 463362  
www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Wednesday 16th - Saturday 19th November 7.30pm
Platform 8 Productions presents

Don’t Dress for Dinner
A comedy by Marc Canoletti, adapted by Robin Hawdo

Thursday 24th - Saturday 26th November 7.30pm 
Matinee Saturday 26th  2.30pm 
Bath Gilbert and Sullivan Society presents

Orpheus in the Underworld
by Jacques Offenbach

Tickets £14 (£12 concs)  
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

www.apollotheatrecompany.com

Tickets £14 (£12 concs)  
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

FESTIVAL TIME
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“I believe that the best plays are about people, and not 
about things” Terence Rattigan

In Praise of Love, Rattigan’s almost unbearably moving 
story of veiled emotions running deep, demonstrates 
perfectly the truth of his remark. 

Lydia and Sebastian Cruttwell, a married couple living 
in North London in the 1970’s, have an affectionate, 
if somewhat abrasive relationship. Their son Joey, an 
aspiring young playwright, is on the opposite side of 
the political spectrum to his over-bearing father. Add to 
this family trio Lydia’s closest friend, the American writer 
Mark Walters, and the stage is set for a real-life chess 
game as the loves and loathings of the four protagonists 
play out in a series of tactical power-struggles and 
outwitting manoeuvres. But the King and Queen of 
the game are locked in a deeper and more important 
battle than anyone realises. Lydia has a tragic secret 
and Sebastian is being far from honest with her. Whilst 
on the surface the play takes the form of a comedy 

of misunderstanding, it quickly builds into a situation 
of almost unbearable suspense as layer after layer of 
deception and pretence is peeled away.

“As well as being an outstanding dissection of the 
nature of love and pain, In Praise of Love is as fine a 
statement about the loss of idealism and illusions in 
the 1970s as any play by any of the younger British 
dramatists of the period.....The final scene is among 
the most perfectly crafted and economically effective 
passages anywhere in British drama.”  
Michael Darlow.

“Few dramatists of the 20th century have written with 
more understanding of the human heart than Terence 
Rattigan.”  
Michael Billington

Tickets £12 (£10 concs) 
Next Stage Box Office 01225 428600   

email nextstagebath@aol.com 
or Bath Box Office 01225 463362   

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk 
For an extra pound, reserve your seat: call 01225 428600

Tuesday 6th to Saturday 10th December 7.30pm
Next Stage Theatre Company presents

In Praise of Love
by Terence Rattigan

www.tiptopchaps.com

Tickets £10 (£8 concs) 
Bath Box Office 01225 463362  

www.bathboxoffice.org.uk

Saturday 17th December  7.30pm

Hot Potato Syncopators

Step into Christmas in style with the Hot Potato 
Syncopators. Straight from the golden era of the 
roaring twenties, these three phenomally talented 
eccentric English gentlemen present a side-splitting 
review of tip-top jazz and classic vaudevillian comedy.

Be astounded and confounded by the heart-melting 
sound of Mr Dennis Teeth’s musical saw! Gasp in 
amazement at the lightning speed of the Duke of 
Nostalgia’s galloping ukulele! Thrill to the electrifying 
rhythms of Maris Piper’s tea chest bass! Swoon to 
the charming harmony singing of these dashing 
daredevils of swing!

This impeccably-dressed and quintessentially English 
comedy band have been causing astonishment 
and hilarity in equal measure since 2004 and are 
a sure-fire hit wherever they play. The Hot Potato 
Syncopators combine virtuosic musicianship with 
mind-bendingly silly visual gags, delightful humour 
and hilarious novelty moments. Musical mayhem at 
it’s finest!

“Absolutely brilliant! Wowed the audience from start 
to finish!”

“I have been trying, and failing, to describe just how 
funny these chaps are.” 
Audience member reviews

www.next-stage.co.uk

  Next Stage Theatre 
Company

Useful Information

Doors normally open 45 minutes before 
the start of an event. Any pre-ordered 
or remaining tickets can be collected at 
this time.

Parking 
Avon Street Car Park is opposite the theatre 
and the Riverside Coach Drop-off is at the 
end of Corn Street. Car parks on either side 
of the building are private and not available 
to theatre goers.

Public Transport 
Bath Spa train and bus stations are within 
3 minutes’ walk.

Disabled Access 
The Main Auditorium has full disabled access 
and facilities.

Bar 
Before most shows and events the theatre 
operates two fully-licensed bars. One is 
located in The Theatre Upstairs and the other 
is in the Main Auditorium downstairs. Cold 
drinks and ice creams can be purchased and 
taken into the theatre, whilst hot drinks and 
food are consumed upstairs.

The Mission Theatre 
32 Corn Street, Bath BA1 1UF 

01225 428600     nextstagebath@aol.com 
www.missiontheatre.co.uk

   ‘The Mission Theatre’         
   @mission_theatre



The Mission Theatre,  
32 Corn Street, Bath BA1 1UF 

01225 428600      
nextstagebath@aol.com

www.missiontheatre.co.uk    
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The River   6 - 10 Sep  7.30pm

Next Stage Youth  Enrolment 11 Sep 4.30-6pm

Jane Austen’s Wardrobe 12 Sep 12.45pm

Cleveland Pools 12 Sep  5pm

An Austen Regency Christmas 12 Sep  8pm

‘A clergyman has nothing to do…’  13 Sep 12.30pm

A Milliner’s Tale – Hats on the screen  13 Sep 3.30pm

The Art of Social Grace: A lesson in   13 Sep 7pm 
Etiquette plus…. P&P and Zombies 

Pride and Prejudice the Musical 14 Sep 2pm 
Pride and Prejudice the Musical 14 Sep 8pm

Your concerto, Miss Austen!  15 Sep 12noon 

Jane Austen at Home 15 Sep 7.30pm 

‘Oh, who can ever be tired of Bath?’ 16 Sep 11am 

The discomforts of Bath! 16 Sep 3pm 

Let’s Talk Sense! – with John Mullan 17 Sep 11.30am 

A Regency Christmas 17 Sep 3.30pm  

An Austen Dilemma! 17 Sep 8pm 

Dean Friedman  23 Sep  8pm

The Dragon’s Dentist 3 - 7 Oct  6pm

Dinosaur Cove 8 Oct 11.45am

Beetle Boy 8 Oct 1.30pm 

Zog and the Flying Doctors 8 Oct  3.45pm

Thunderbirds are go! 9 Oct 10.30am

Pip and Posy  9 Oct 12noon

Supertato Veggies Assemble 9 Oct 1.30pm

Phil Earle  9 Oct 3.15pm

Murder She Didn’t Write  13 - 15 Oct  7.30pm

Jet Set Go!  26 - 29 Oct  7.30pm  
Jet Set Go! 29 Oct  2.30pm

Round the Horne 30 Oct  7.30pm

Hancock’s Half Hour  3rd Nov  7.30pm

Bath Film Festival 4 - 5 Nov 

Don’t Dress for Dinner  16 - 19 Nov 7.30pm

Orpheus in the Underworld  24 - 26 Nov 7.30pm  
Orpheus in the Underworld 26 Nov  2.30pm

In Praise of Love   6 - 10 Dec 7.30pm

Hot Potato Syncopators  17 Dec  7.30pm

Diary


